PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 


THE  LINCOLN  TOMB 


When  the  news  of  the  assassination  of  Abraham  Lincoln  on  April  14, 
1865,  reached  Springfield  the  following  day,  the  people  gathered  at  the  State 
Capitol  and  started  plans  for  the  construction  of  a  memorial  and  tomb.  The 
Lincoln  National  Memorial  Association  met  a  month  later  and  selected  Oak 
Ridge  cemetery  as  .the  site  and  launched  a  drive  to  raise  $240,000.  On 
September  1,  1869,  37  models  from  31  American  artists  had  been  received 
by  the  Association,  and  ten  days  later  a  design  sent  from  Italy  by  Larkin  C. 
Mead,  Jr.,  of  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  was  selected.  Mead's  design  included 
groups  of  infantry,  cavalry,  artillery  and  navy,  as  well  as  a  statue  of  Lincoln 
and  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  United  States. 

The  foundation  was  laid  in  1869,  and  Mead's  statue  of  Lincoln  was  un- 
veiled in  conjunction  with  the  dedication  ceremony  on  October  15..  1874. 
Two  years  later,  ten  men  tried  to  steal  the  body  of  Lincoln  from  its  sarcophagus 
to  hold  it  for  ransom,  but  were  apprehended  by  Secret  Service  agents  and 
sentenced  to  prison.  Eight  years  after  its  final  completion,  in  1  895,  the  State 
took  control  of  the  tomb  and  the  work  of  the  National  Monument  Association 
was  ended. 

During  a  complete  reconstruction  of  the  tomb  in  1899-1901,  the  casket 
containing  the  body  of  Lincoln  was  moved  to  a  new  burial  place  ten  feet 
below  the  surface  of  the  earth  and  six  feet  from  the  north  wall.  In  the  south 
wall  of  the  chamber  Mrs.  Lincoln  and  three  of  the  four  children,  Edward 
Baker,  William  Wallace  and  Thomas  familiarly  known  as  "Tad  "  are  buried. 
The  eldest  son,  Robert  Lincoln,  who  died  in  1926,  is  buried  in  Arlington 
National  Cemetery. 

The  monument  was  remodeled  again  in  1929  to  provide  a  passage  around 
the  base  of  the  shaft  and  to  enlarge  the  sarcophagus  chamber.  The  exterior 
of  the  tomb  is  the  same  as  Mead's  original  design  with  the  exception  of  the 
addition  of  a  bronze  cast  of  Cutzon  Borglum's  Lincoln  head  on  a  granite  base 
outside  the  entrance.  In  the  rotunda  is  a  replica  of  the  seated  Lincoln  figure 
by  the  late  Daniel  Chester  French,  the  original  of  which  is  in  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Tablets  give  a  history  of  the  construction  of  the  tomb;  and  other  tablets 
contain  the  Gettysburg  address,  Lincoln's  farewell  to  Springfield  and  his 
second  inaugural  address.  Eight  statuettes  depict  certain  phases  of  Lincoln's 
career.  Twelve  stars  in  each  corner  represent  the  states  of  the  Union.  A 
cenotaph  in  the  center  of  the  sarcophagus  chamber  is  marked  with  the  simple 
inscription  "Abraham  Lincoln,  1809-1865."  Behind  the  cenotaph  in  a 
semi-circle  are  the  state  flags  of  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Virginia,  Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Illinois  —  states  through  which  the  Lincoln 
family  passed.  In  the  center  of  this  semi-circle  are  the  National  colors  and 
the  President's  flag. 


Brief  Biography  of  Lincoln's  Life  by  H.  A.  Converse 
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Lincoln,  the  Soldier,  Original  at  Dixon,  Illinois. 
Leonard  Crunelle,  Sculptor 


Lincoln, 
Fred  M. 


The  Circuit  Rider. 
Torrey.  Sculptor. 


Lincoln,  at  Lincoln  Park,  Chicago,  Illinois. 


Lincoln,  the  Debater.   Original  at  Freepori,  Illinois. 
Leonard  Crunelle,  Sculptor 


Second  Inaugural  Address,  delivered  March  4,  1865 
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"Fourscore  and  seven  years  ago  our  fathers  Drought 
forth  on  this  continent  a  new  nation,  conceived 
in  liberty,  and  dedicated  to  the  proposition  that  all 
men  are  created  equal.  **  Now  we  are  engaged  in 
a  great  civil  war,  testing  whether  that  nation,  or 
any  nation  so  conceived  and  so  dedicated,  can  long 
endure.  **  We  are  met  on  a  great  battle-field  of  that 
war  *  We  have  come  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  that 
field  as  a  final  resting  place  for  those  who  here  gave 
their  lives  that  that  nation  might  live  ****  It  is 
altogether  fitting  and  proper  that  we  should  do  this. 
But  in  a  larger  sense  we  cannot  dedicate,  we  cannot 
consecrate,  we  cannot  hallow  this  ground.  The 
brave  men,  living  and  dead,  who  struggled  here, 
have  consecrated  it  far  above  our  poor  power  to  add 
or  detract.  **  The  world  will  little  note,  nor  long  re- 
member, what  we  say  here,  but  it  can  never  forget 
what  they  did  here.  It  is  for  us,  the  living,  rather  to 
be  dedicated  here  to  tJie  unfinished  work  which  they 
who  fought  here  have  thus  far  so  nobly  advanced  ** 
/ 1.  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here  dedicated  to  the  great 
task  remaining  before  us,  that  from  these  honored 
dead  we  take  increased  devotion  to  that  cause  for 
■fe  which  they  gave  the  last  full  measure  of  devotion; 
that  we  here  highly  resolve  that  these  dead  shall 
not  have  died  in  vain;  that  this  nation,  under  God, 
shall  have  a  new  birth  of  freedom,  and  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the 
-?{  people  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth." 


Farewell  Address.  Delivered  at  Springfield, 
Illinois.  February  11.  1861 


Brief  Biography  of  Lincoln's  Life  by  H.  A.  Converse 


PUB.  BY  LINCOLN  SOUVENIR  »  GIFT  SHOP.  1407  MONUMENT  AVE..  SPRINGFIELD,  ILL. 
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containing  the  body  of  Lincoln  was  moved  to  a  new  burial  place  ten  feet 
below  the  surface  of  the  earth  and  six  feet  from  the  north  wall.  In  the  south 
wall  of  the  chamber  Mrs.  Lincoln  and  three  of  the  four  children,  Edward 
Baker,  William  Wallace  and  Thomas  familiarly  known  as  "Tad  "  are  buried. 
The  eldest  son,  Robert  Lincoln,  who  died  in  1926,  is  buried  in  Arlington 
National  Cemetery. 

The  monument  was  remodeled  again  in  1929  to  provide  a  passage  around 
the  base  of  the  shaft  and  to  enlarge  the  sarcophagus  chamber.  The  exterior 
of  the  tomb  is  the  same  as  Mead's  original  design  with  the  exception  of  the 
addition  of  a  bronze  cast  of  Cutzon  Borglum's  Lincoln  head  on  a  granite  base 
outside  the  entrance.  In  the  rotunda  is  a  replica  of  the  seated  Lincoln  figure 
by  the  late  Daniel  Chester  French,  the  original  of  which  is  in  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Tablets  give  a  history  of  the  construction  of  the  tomb;  and  other  tablets 
contain  the  Gettysburg  address,  Lincoln's  farewell  to  Springfield  and  his 
second  inaugural  address.  Eight  statuettes  depict  certain  phases  of  Lincoln's 
career.  Twelve  stars  in  each  corner  represent  the  states  of  the  Union.  A 
cenotaph  in  the  center  of  the  sarcophagus  chamber  is  marked  with  the  simple 
inscription  "Abraham  Lincoln,  1809-1865."  Behind  the  cenotaph  in  a 
semi-circle  are  the  state  flags  of  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Virginia,  Kentucky,  Indiana  and  Illinois  —  states  through  which  the  Lincoln 
family  passed.  In  the  center  of  this  semi-circle  are  the  National  colors  and 
the  President's  flag. 
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